
Holywood and Vine – Movie Workshop
Grades 3-6
Lesson plan prepared by Diane 
Portions adapted from:
http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/6536088121/m/428604447

Objectives: - children will:
1. Be able to find the two stories in the Bible
2. Know the Bible Verse
3. Learn how the different languages began and that God was present even at 
that time. 
4. Know that the Holy Spirit was present at Pentecost
5. When we are baptized we become a member of Christ’s Church
Life Application: 
To show the students that we can’t build, buy, or work our way to heaven as the 
people in the story of the Tower of Babel were attempting to do. Hard as the 
people in the Old Testament tried to get to heaven under their own power it isn’t 
until God sends Jesus into the world that our salvation is assured. 

Supplies:
· TV with both DVD player and VHS capability or two TV’s
· In the Beginning “The Tower of Babel” ISBN 1-56814-377-X - VHS
· The Visual Bible - Acts - DVD
· The Bible for Children by Walter Wangerin, Jr. ISBN 52911699-5
· A Bible for each student
· Journals
· Pencils and/or colors
· Crossword puzzle sheets available if the lesson runs short and Children’s 
bulletins for the Sunday of the common lectionary

TEACHER PREP:
· Prepare yourself personally with prayer for the Holy Spirit’s guidance to touch 
the hearts and lives of each and every student. You can use something like this: 

[God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing 
world. Show them that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and 
that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take 
failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. Give 
them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your 
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.]

· Read and review the Bible Background as prepared by Pastor Dean as well as 
the verses in the Bible: 

http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/6536088121/m/428604447
http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/6536088121/m/428604447


Please feel free to use your own ideas. This is only a guide – you are the teacher 
and know the students far better than I do. 

SAY: Before we begin, let’s say this month’s Bible verse together: “Peter said to 
them, “Each one of you must turn away from his sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive 
God’s gift, the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38 TEV

OPENING PRAYER: Ask if any student would like to lead the group in prayer. 
Also ask if anyone has any special prayer requests or prayer concerns that they 
would like to have the group pray about. If no one volunteers to lead, be 
prepared to do it yourself. Also make sure that any special prayer requests are 
addressed during this time.

TOWER OF BABEL

ASK: 
• Have any of you ever been on an airline flight? (If some say yes, ask them: “Did 
you see God up there?”) If no one has been on a flight perhaps you can ask if 
anyone has ever talked to someone about a flight and if they had mentioned 
seeing God on their flight – whatever works J!
• The United States has sent a lot of people into space. Have you ever heard 
about anyone coming home and telling that they saw God? 
• Why do you think no one has ever been able to fly high enough to see God? Let 
the students answer. Tell them we’ll talk more about it after hearing the first part 
of our lesson for today: The Tower of Babel.

READ:
• First read or have the students read the scripture from Genesis from the bible: 
Genesis 11:1-9
• Then read the story from Walt Wangerin’s Bible for Children pages 33-37 being 
sure that they get to see the pictures.

MOVIE TIME – “THE TOWER OF BABEL”
**Que at about 4:14 – this video will run about 20 minutes.
This movie isn’t very good but about the only thing that could be found. There are 
several instances of inconsistencies with the scripture – I couldn’t find in the Bible 
where any prophet/man of God warned against building the tower nor could I find 
that the tower itself was destroyed at the time God confused the speech of the 
people. Perhaps it would be a good time to remind the students that we must 
always turn to the Word of God – the Bible -for the truth and not to rely on what 
others tell us it says. 



QUESTION TIME:
1. Why did the people want to build the tower? They wanted to make a name for 
themselves. They wanted to take care of themselves.
2. Why did the people stop building the tower? (God confused their language so 
they couldn’t understand each other and couldn’t work together.
3. Did the people who build the Tower of Babel find God? (yes) How? (If need be 
re-read Genesis 11:5 – God came down to them). God stepped in and confused 
their language. God has come to us, we see the Lord’s presence everywhere we 
look – God created the heavens and the earth. God is here – there is no need for 
us to go looking for him. 
4. Can anyone think of another way that God came to us? (“Emmanuel” – “God 
with us” in the presence of Jesus here on earth)

Say: Now we’re going to be studying a portion of the New Testament. It’s another 
time that God did something with the speech of the people. This time it wasn’t 
confusing the speech, but it was giving the believers the opportunity to 
understand each other even though they spoke different languages.

PENTECOST
• Ask the students what happens to thing if there has been a fire? The students 
will come up with a lot of bad things, like everything is destroyed, etc… 
• Ask the children if they can think of something good that come out of a fire? 
What we need to get them to focus on is the chance to start up to start new. Like 
re painting, re building etc… Explain to the children that is how it is like with 
God’s sending the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. It is here that the disciples were 
taught to share and spread the Good News. When the Spirit came in the 
disciples in changed them, it made the new people who were confident and able 
to share the story of Jesus birth, life, death and resurrection with all people. This 
is what we are called to do in our Bible verse for this month. Let’s repeat that 
verse together.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FINDING THE PENTECOST STORY IN “THE VISUAL 
BIBLE: ACTS”

1. Insert disk 1.
2. Choose by Chapter (2)
3. Chapter 2 continue until the end of the chapter although the lesson only covers 
through verse 42.

QUESTIONS:
1. How did the Holy Spirit come to the people gathered in Jerusalem? (wind and 
tongues of fire) 



2. Have you ever received the Holy Spirit? When? Did it get really windy and did 
you see tongues of fire at that time? When each one of you was baptized, you 
were baptized in the name of the Father (God), the Son (Jesus), and the Holy 
Spirit. I rather doubt that there was a big wind or fire dancing on top of your head 
on that day, but you still have that very, very special gift from God living within 
you. 

JOURNAL TIME:
Write this month’s Bible verse in your journal. God comes to us in all sorts of 
ways every day. Think of some special ways that you have seen God here these 
last few days and make a list of them. Maybe you have seen a beautiful sunset, 
the first flower of spring, a especially interesting animal. Put them on that list. (if 
need be, perhaps you can discuss some of the ways that we have God in our 
world – Holy Spirit, Jesus at Christmas, nature).

PRAYER TIME: 
Holy Spirit, As you have descended upon Jesus’ disciples with tongues of fire to 
change their lives, move and change us so that we have the fire and power to 
help spread God’s mighty word. Amen.

Let’s pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
† Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

TEACH THE STUDENTS: Soli deo Gloria! This is Latin for: Glory to God alone! 

TO THE THEME ROOM LEADER & SHEPHERD
Thank you for giving of your time and your talents to share the wonderful gospel 
of Jesus Christ with our children.


